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GENERAL JONES
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The lithograph was subtly doctored before it was donated to the museum. "Sherman at
Savannah", rarely reproduced today, is an 1865 color print made after the original painting by Otto
Botticher, depicting Major General William T. Sherman and a score of his generals trotting on
horseback across a Savannah parade ground. Off to the right, a small group of mounted officers
front a line of infantry presenting arms to the passing cavalcade. In the foreground of that group,
an officer is pictured patting his horse’s neck. On the copy of the lithograph hanging in the
Cattaraugus County Memorial and Historical Museum in Little Valley, New York, that officer's
image is retouched. His face is delicately repainted, and his original forage cap transformed into a
full-brimmed black hat. Even his horse is painted over, from a light tan to a bright bay with white
forelegs. Whoever gave the print to the museum many years ago wanted to make sure a local
hero, Brigadier General Patrick Henry Jones, was included in a depiction of a moment of glory--
even though General Jones was not part of the original picture.

General Jones is rarely included in the vast panorama of Civil War history, seldom listed in
indexes or pictured on pages of the great flood of books that have appeared in the last century and
a third. Usually he is left out, as he was left out of Botticher’s lithograph. Even the tangible
legacies of his service, his wartime relics, are hard to find, as I've learned in two decades of
searching. As a subaltern and regimental and brigade commander, Jones-like hundreds of others

of Civil War generals, North and South--played a minor role in the war, and what fame he won in



























































